COMPARATIVE REPORT ON SECTORAL PARLIAMENTS
INTRODUCTION

Publicinvolvement in the Legislature and other processes is fundamental if democracy is tobe strengthenedand advanced. Section118 ofthe
constitution makes it imperative for the Legislatures to facilitate public involvement in the Legislative processes. Public should be involved to
influence decision makinginrelationto theirlives.

Section 118 of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, PUBLIC ACCESS TO AND INVOLVEMENT IN PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURES
(i) A Provincial Legislature must
(a) Facilitate public invdvementin the legislativeand other processes ofthe legslature and its committees;

It is against this background that Mpumalanga Provincial Legislature has organized the Sectoral Parliaments, to accord the citizens of the
Province a platform to highlight their perspectives onissues pertaining to the achievements of Democracy and to blatantly critic where possibe.

The Province has managed tohost the following Sectoral Parliaments :-

(i) Youth Parliament

(i) Women'’s Parliament

(iii) Worker's Parliament

(vi) Senior Citizens Parliament

(v) Parliament for People with Disabilities

OBJECTIVES OF THE SECTORAL PARLIAMENTS

(i) The main objective is to facilitate public involvementin the legislativeand other proaesses as mandated by the constitution.
(ii) To facilitate the dired oversight exercise involving allrole players.

(iii) Sharing of information of importance to thatparticulr groupinvolved.
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THEMES AND THEMATIC AREAS

The theme adopted by the Province for yearis then utilized for the Sectoral Parliaments not unless
thereis a specific theme thatis derived from National to be utilized by all Provinces. The latter only
happens when the event wil cascade to the National event and ifit is planned in that fashion by
the national Parliament.

Thematic areas: are often derived looking atwhat affects thatsector most,and the issues that are
more crucial to that particular sector. Inthe Sectoral Parliaments that are driven by National, same
thematic areas are utilized nationallyfor synergy pumposes.

APPROACH

The conceptdocument is drafted to give guidance toevery Sectoral Parliament to be hosted
andrelevantparticipants areidentified through provincial structures. Members of the

Provincial Legislature are invited andin mostcases have roles to play.

Regional Workshops:-

Workshops are conducted in all the three regions to ensure that participants understand and follow the discussions in the thematic
areas and understand processes and procedures to be followed in the main event. Participants from the main event are then chosen

fromthe workshops that are conducted in the Regions.

Commissions:- thereis a commission for every thematic areaand commissions are held a daybefore the event sothat participants deliberate on

the issues for the whole afternoon tobe ableto report from commissions the following dayand thatwill allow the flow of deliberations
on discussed areas.

Recommendations will thenbe captured fromthe commissions and be referred to relevant Departments forfurther action.
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SENIOR CITIZEN REPORT (2006 —2008)

Senior Citizens Parliament has taken place since 2006, so the comparative report will commence fromthe year that this Sectoral Parliament had
started.

The Sectoral Parliament has been done in cdlaboration with different departments and NGO's depending on the thematic areas of the day. The
following Departments have been involved inthe previous and oncoming Senior Citizens Parliament

(i) Healthand Social Development
(ii) Economic Development and Planning

(iii) Safety and Security

(iv) Education
(v) Agriculture and Land Administration
(vi) Local Municipalities

(vii) Constituency Offices
(viii) IEC
(ix) SASSA

(x) Home Affairs
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The Year

e 2006

Theme

Perspective of
Senior  Citizens
and reflection on
the 12 years of

freedom and
democracy with
specific
reference to
access to equal
rights forall

Objectives

e To educate and share
information with the
Seniar Citizens about
the existing policy
frame work pertaining
to their interests and

needs.

e To facilitate
participation of
citizens in evaluating

progress made thus far
in entrenching
demacratic values
within our population

in the context of
demacratization of
stateand sodety

e To provide the
opportunity to meet
and create new

friendship with other
senior citizens who
have similar needs and
interests and getting

involved in various
activities.

e To facilitate a direct
oversight exercke

involving all the role
players i.e lgislature,
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Recommendations

A comprehersive
transformation charter
to address equality and
equity issues of the
elderly should be steer-
headed by government.
A back up system to
ensure compliance and
good practice would be
plausible.

Corruption and
fraudulent daims must
be eliminated
The Education
should
programmes where the
elderly could play a role
in lifeskills transfer.
Public and private
owned areas should be
built to caterfor elders
The involvement of the
elders on IDP’s and
sensitivity on  issues
pertaining them when
making judgement on
theirperpetrators.
Building eldedy are
centres for all the races
even on the rural areas

system
have
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executive and the
targeted beneficiaries

in one sitting.

The role of senior citizens
in enhancingand advancing
democracy

ofthe country.

Establishment of the
statutory body which
advances andlooks after
the interests of the
elderly

Legiskhture should create
a platform where elders
can input meaningfully
to proposed kegislation.
Seniar Citizers should be
given a chane to play a
role on closing a gap
between the haves and
the have nots.

Moral regeneration
movement should
incorporate elderly
group.

Projects that facilitate

elderly interactions be
encouraged.

A reputable and
responsible public
representative to carry
out duties diligently.
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e The plight of the elderly in
regards to access to public
services

Public
servies

where
provided

consideration should be
made in relation to the

aged as they have to
stand on long qeues and

is nota desired situation.
The issue of treatment

places
are

by the nursing staff
towards the  senior
citizens in  hospitals
should be seriously
looked at.
Year Theme Objectives Thematic Areas Recommendations
Expand public e To facilitate oversight e Involvement of the elderly e Funding institution
2007 involvement by invohing all the rok peode in the economic shodd relaxthe funding
deepening the players. devedlopment of the country. age rule in funding the
debate on issues e To share information senior citizers projects
affectingthe elders with  the  senior e Business tmining be
citizens. provided to the eldety.
e To facilitate e Department of
partidpation of Agriculture should have
citizens in evaluating a programm specifially
progress made by targeting elderly.
govemment to male e The PPP should invite
people’s lives better. the elderly for
partnership.
e Municipal Liquor
Licersing by —laws need
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to bereviewed.

e The abuse of the eldery
peope by members of their
famiies and the community
asawhole.

Cases of abuse in older
persons should be given
a high recognition as an

encouragement for
them to report such
cases.

The program to develop
elderly on abuse should
be intensified

Clinics should be built
on nearhby areas
especially leroro and
Matibidi.

Police should patrol pay
point areas as thugs
have a tendency of
harassing and
intimidating the elders.

Education on ATM
usage should be
facilitated to reduce

crimeon rural areas.

Year Theme Objectives Thematic Areas Recommendations

2008 Educating ) e To provide platform to dderly e The role of eldery| (Still awaiting for the event to
empowering and people to interact with legislators people in advancing| take phce)
Involving on matters affecting them and and consdidating
commurnities  for society in general. democracy.
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abetterfuture e Allow eldely peope participate Safety and Seaurity in
in the process that will contribute our communities for
to the Legislature’s constitutional our elderly
mandate. population.
e To eduate and share e Access to Health and
information with our ederly Education.
people.

FINDINGS

e Elderly peope needtoinputon the economy, they need something to keep them busy.
e Theyare thevulnerable group of oursociety, they also needa special attention.

e Elderly care centres are mostly foundin urban areas and are accessible to the minority.
e Theyarescared to report cases especially ofabuse atthe Police station.

TOPIC

ASSESSMENT

Public Participation as per
Section 118 of the constitution

Legislature has managed to get the senior citizens to participate and to show interest on
participatingin the processes of the Legislature.

This is the sector that you get to participate even in Law makingas most of the processes are done
during the day and theyare not at work

Economy They are not seen as the sector that can participate in growing the economy of the country and to
start business.
They arenot favoured bythe financial policies ofmost financial institution.
Theycanplay a role in transferring skills especially art and craft tothe new genention.

Society They canadd value on the playing a role on strengthening the moral fibre of our society.

They canbe on the fore front of fightingthe scourge of HIV/AIDSin our society.

Information Sharing

They are mostly not targeted bythe media thatis used in the dissemination of useful information a
result they are left with imited information.
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Information is nat simplified to their leveland taking themthrough is notseen asan option.

They feel so much neglected (ignored) and new policies and programmes of government not
Sector’s Peraeption favouring them as elderly societyof the country.

2. YOUTH PARLIAMENT

This sectoral parliament has not taken placein 2004 due to the elections andthe institution managed to host the 2005, 2006, 2007 could notbe
organized due to the mass action that took place in June 2007, following that was the one held in 2008.

This parliament is done in partnership with the following structures
(i) Youth Commission
(i) Youth structures of all organizations

(iii) Academic institutions

Year Theme Objectives Thematic Areas Recommendations
2005 Creating  youth e To enhance youth participation e The doors of learning e Reviewal of bursary system
employment to under the context of and culture shall be by NFSAS to improve
confront the participatory demoaacy opento all accessibility.
future e To mark the 29" anniversary of e (Capacity building to the
the students upiising since teachers to assist the
1976. passing rate that affect the
e To promote programmes of the tertiary level admission.
Legislature e Premiers bursary should
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To accord the vyouth the
opportunity to reflect on
challenges confronting them
and achievements of the first
decade of democracy.

To stimulate debate within
young people on issues
pertaining them

All shall enjoy equal .
human rights

South Africa belongs
to allwholive init

Youth  Development
and Governance

be mor marketed even
during the year.

Look at having the tertiary
institution in the Province
to improve accessibility.
FET infrastrudure be
improved

Develop and implement
programmes that will close
the rift between the youth
of racial groups in the
Province.

Moral regeneration
programmes be enhanced.

Establishment of vyouth
deskin the municipalities

Issues of ethnic groups
should also be addressed
by the different
programmes that can be
developed

Reviewal of the Youth
Commission and
Umsobomvu scope of
operation to improve the
lives of the youth in the
Province.

The youth structures that
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facilitate youth
development should create
one stop service for pdicy
advocacy and pdicy
implementation.

Year Theme Objectives Thematic Areas Recommendations

2005 Creating  youth e The doors of learning e Accessible financial
employment to and culture shall be assistance
confront the opentoall e Decent institution of higher
future learning

e The reaaliation of the
scholar transport and the
feeding scheme by those
that arein need of them.

e Career guidance should be
core at schools and shauld
startin early classes.

Year | Theme | Objectives | ThematicAreas Recommendations
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2006 Deepening youth
participation to
fight poverty and
create work.

To establish ways that canassist
young people to benefit on
skilks development
programmes.

To devise means of eliminating
exploitationon performing arts
To engage youth on integrated
development

Equality on service .
delivery (Youth Desks
and Tenders)

Policies meant at
developing the youth into
business should be taken
serious.

The youth desk and the
youth commission should
be more concentrating on
the implementation of the
youth polices.

Youth structures together
with Departments shauld
ensure that youth benrefit
in the programmes meant
for them.

Youth should be developed
in bwiness and be
partnership in the PPP
Youth should be given a
platform to input on the
Municipal IDP’s.

Youth toinput and to play a
pivotal role in the
development of  their
communities and be onthe
fore front of development.
Youth should be considered
and given preference on
business opportunities.
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e Equalityinall relevant e The intervention of

resources of government on the
government  (Sports exploitation that is in the
Arts and Culture) performing arts industry.

e A need to strengthen
performing arts in the
communities as part of
recreation to curb the
escalating numbers  of
HIV/AIDS prevalence.

e The impementation of the
new arts and culure
dispensation policies to
accelerate the industry to
the youth and grooming
the up and coming artists.

e Encouraging the youth by
offering bursaries to the
learnersinterested in arts.

e Revamp theatres in the
Province and employing a
full time personnel to
attend on the processes.

e Equality on service o Policies meant at
delivery (Youth Desks developing the youth into
and Tenders) business should be taken

serious.

e The youth desk and the
youth commission shauld
be more concentrating on
the implementation of the
youth polices.

e Youth structures together
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I I D D D D D D D D B B
with Departments should

ensure that youth benrefit
in the programmes meant
for them.

e Youth should be developed
in business and be
partnership in the PPP

e Youth should be given a
platform to input on the
Municipal IDP’s.

e Youth toinput and to playa
pivotal role in the
development of  their
communities and be onthe
fore front of development.

e Youth should be considered
and given preference on
business opportunities.

2008 e Education and skills e C(Career guidance to startat
acquisition for youth earlier grades to coach
learners on the choice of

career.

e Feeding scheme should be
monitored and channeled
accordingly.

e More impetus should be
applied in building libraries
and laboratories in most
disadvantaged areas.

e FET colleges not accessible
to everyone dueto its fees.

e Impetus on awareness
campaigns of the FET
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colleges should be added
Preference to employment
should be given to those
that have undergone
internship and the
database should be lept
thereof.

The impact of °
Xenophobia

lllegal foreigners shaould
register with foreign affairs.
Management of migration

system should be
revamped.

Maximising job
opportunities should be
key to avoid cases of

Xenophobia as itis believed
that Xenophobia is not the
core.

Awareness on Moral
regeneration should be
maximized in the three

spheres of government.
Funding on companies that
are starting businesses
should be seriowsly
considered

Educational campaigns on
Xenophobia should be
conducted in communities
to prewent such actions
repeating itself.
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Youth health status

HIV/Aids prewvalence is
rising and more vigorous
campaigns should be
employed.

Most of HIV/AIDS
infections happens mostly
between intoxicated
people and Government
should strictly look at the
issuing of licences.
Recreational facilities
should be built to minimize
the leve of alcohol abuse
in the conmunities.
Parents to partake in
parents association to get
means of attendng to the
malbehaviour ofthe child.
Guidance and sex
education classes be
emphasized in schools in

order to elimnate the
number of the infeded
kids.

Clinics for contraceptives
should be accessible to the
community and to
teenagers, to avoid
teenage pregnancy.
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FINDINGS

Youth are still underdeveloped in the area of business and they are willing but opportunities mostly avail themselves to the few.

Skills development remains a challenge and that is pivotal inenriching the communityand totake the countryforward economically.

HIV/AIDS prevalencesstill a challengeamongyouth.

Mostly problems emanate from the lack of jobs.

Youth entertain themselves with liquorand sexual activities and are unemployed.

A proper financial assistance tostrengthen academic qualifications and skills development is still a challenge in the Province.

In some areas there are no clinics that makes it difficult to get contraceptives be it ina from of a condom or a pill.

TOPIC

ASSESSMENT

Public Participation as per
section 118 of the
constitution of the
Republic of South Africa

Most of the youth do participate especially those that are organized. The challenge is to get the
unorganized toparticipate.

The challenge of the organized structures, is the possibility of getting the same participants in all youth
events which makes it difficult to get new and refreshed views.

Youth has the most organized structures in the Province and that makes it easy to facilitate public
participation ontheir side.

They arealways on the forefront of issues and are abreast withissues pertaining them.

There is still a challenge of getting the maximum participation of youth in the economy of the country,

Economy policies meantto address the challenge gets too much sophisticated as a resultthey lose focus.
There is too much red tapes on processes of financial assisance which then defeats the purposes of
empowering the sector.
The issue of unemployment remains the key challenge on youth and them being not properly skills forthe
modemenvironment.
They are on the forefront of the structures and assist in giving the information to the elderly in their
Society society.

They can be utilized in fast tracking some processes andsimplifying the information to the illiterate.

There s a needto engage themin buildng theirsocieties and addressing burning issues.
They are the most actiwe structures in the society.

17 |Page sectoral

parliament comparative

report as compiled by Public Affairs




Informationsharing

They are the most advantaged in terms of being targeted by the meda. They alway come first on the
audiernce to betargeted, they are the future ofthe country.
Given the level of literacy in our youth they tend to getevery information through the followingmedia
(i) Print (to them reading is nota challenge
(ii) Electronic media— Radio
- Television
- Intemnet

The mode of information sharing by government favors mostly the youth. The approach of Thusong
centresandare mostlyutilized by youth.

SkillsDevelopment

This is the main challenge thatleads to unempoyment, the fact that youth has to travel to access better
education cripples their academic potential and left with no better academic qualifications compared to
other Provinces.

The issue of Learnerships is not the main priority in the Province as the youth hoped when the flagship on
capacity building was introduced by the Premier of the Province.

HIV/AIDS

They are aware of the programmes but this remains a challenge as they get themselves in the trap of
gettingdrunk and beginto loosen on the use ofcondoms whilstengaging on sexual activities.

Rural areas still have the challenge ofthe shortage of condoms and clinics are sometimes far from other
people.

Sectors Perception

They are aware of the programmes that government has employed to address their plight but they seethe
processas veryslow.

They are also frustrated about the process of addressing them financially for business establishments that
have alot of red tape.
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Women’s Parliament

The women’s parliament that are due for review start from 2004 —2008

The women’s parliament has managed to involve the following Departments andstructures in the maximization of participation

Women’'s wing of all the organizatiors represented inthe Legislature

Office of the status of women
Gender Focal points
Non-governmental organizations
Community Based Organisations

Business women

Year Theme Objectives Thematic Areas Recommendations

2004 Celebrating ten e Educate women on the e The scourge of e No recommendations were
years of freedom, institutional framework of the HIV/AIDS  pandemic made only 16 women got
women buildinga SA state and Government and the ARV’s rollout an opportunity to raise
better South e Reflect on the achievements of programme. their concerns .
Africa  and a women in the last decade of e Fraudulent marriages e The session was more ofan

better world.

democracy regarding gender
equality in different spheres of
life in particular deckion
making structure.

To debate and raise issues that
affect women of SA and
Mpumalang in patticular after
10 years of freedom.

To formulate proposals and
programmes of action that seek
to influence the form and
structure government
institutions.

To simulate the sitting of the
Provincial legislature  and

of

and the way to react
insuch instances.

e Pan African Women
Organiztion

information sharing
session.

Other papers were more
educative papers that gave
participants the light of the
programmes of
government.

Certificates of attendance
were given to participants.
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encourage the culture of
collective and intellectual

debate.

2005

2006

Deepening and
advancing
democracy
through
increased access
to equalrights.

To educate women about their
rights

To accod women  the
opportunity to raise issues that
still requires the attention of
the Legislature and government
To facilitate oversight that
involves all the role players i.e
Legislature, Executive and the
people serviced.

Safety and Security —
are women protected

enough?

Volunteers  should be
trained in the centres to
assist the SAPS

Random visits by the MEC
responsible  should be
employed regularly.

Operation Mpimpa in
reporting any forms of
crime should be

rescucitated.

Market sector policing to
the community.
Establishment of the vidim
supportcentres
Recognition of the
customary marriage

Rapists should not get bail
or parole.
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Economic
empowerment of

women - to what

extend are South
African women
participating in the
economy of the
Country.

Gender Equality -
How far are we?

Financial assistance should
be more popularized in the
rural areas.

Skills  development be
according to modern
trends and market research
should be dore on that
note.

Legislation should be
strengthened to awid
fronting.

There should be
coordinated development
between government

initiatives like ASGISA.

Institutions established to
advance should run public
awareness campaigns so
that women can know
about their mandate and

enough budget should be

allocated to these
institutions.
50/50 representation in

positions of management
should be implemented.

There must be respect for
women holding high
positions and training to
capacitate them.
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Education sessions  on
gender issues should be
conducted.

There should beawareness
on Gender Equality issues
especially on programmes
where women stand to
benefit.

2007 Deepening
debate
parliament

the
in

To accord women a platform to
deliberate on issues relate to
women dewelopment (politically
andeconomically)

Reflect on the role of women
on law making

Evaluate a progress made and
challenges confronting women
on their quest of development
Reflect on the role of South
African women at national level
Accord women opportunity
from diverse background to
share experience

Women and
environment

the

The pollution policies and
acts should be
implemented intensively

Waste management should

be intensified and
prioritized.
Conservation of the
environment should be
prioritized

Water conservation shauld
be key inthe process

A previously disadvantaged
community should shauld
be encouraged on the
environmental
conservation academy to
be able to bring
understanding to the
majority.
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Women or girls should be
guided towards a right
career drection especially
those that are dominated
by males presently
Government shauld
develop programmes that
will seek to elimimate
illiteracy within the rext
five years.

There should be a special
programme on financial
assistance that focwes
particularly to rural girls.
Programmes of awareness
on teenage pregnancy
should be intensified.
Infrastructure should be
improved in schools
especially for women as
they might be affected in
the longrun.

An  awareness on the
importance of education to
the society should be
created

A programme on the
literacy on hknd are
especially focusing on rural
areas should be intensified.
An awareness on the right
to land as enshirined in the
constitution of the Republic
of South Africa.

Ati¢ adompliance of farm
owners with regard to the
protection of women and
childrenon farms.

Il and ic the hacic economic
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An awareness on the land
care issues especially in
rural areas should be
developed

An awareness to make
masses understand the
right to land oncept as
enshrined in the
constitution of our country.
Women should stand to
benefit from the 30% ofthe
white owned land that will
be trarsferred to bhck
ownership by 2014.

The Department of
Agriculture shoud monitor
compliance of farm owners
with  regard to the
protection of women and
children.

The Department must
ensure tenure security for
farm dwellers living in
untenable situations. Part
of the farm must be
purchased for its workers.
Land is the basic economic
asset thus government
shall ensure acaess to land
particularly for poverty
alleviation and food
security

land shall be used to
create skills for women.
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2008 Educating

involving
communities
abetterlife.

empowering and

for

Mark women’s month with a
gathering of women from civil

society, parliamentarians,
Government officials and
South Africa’s Gender
Machinery

Create a platform for civil
society to engage with
parliamentarians on important
issues affeding the quality of
life of women and the role of
the Legislature in taking these
forward

Facilitate a direct oversight
exercise involving all the rile
players i.e the Legislature,
executive and the targeted
beneficiaries in one sitting.

Women and .
sustainable

Development (Women

and Macro —Economic .
Policy)

Women must enjoy the
20% stake on the flagship
projects of the Province.
Parliament should provde
legislation that would
compel chair, banks to
provide small loans to
women who aspire starting
businesses.

Financial institutions be
lenient to rural women
when they have applied for
funding.

Skill women with regard to
financial and project
management.
Cooperatives should be
encouraged to seize the
economic opportunities
available to them.

Reviewal of fimancial and
trade agreements, which
impact directly on the
economi rights of women.
Dissemination of
information about
development should be
vigorous on the rural areas.
Awareness on cooperative

formations must be
maximized.

Information package
regarding economic

initiatives for women
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should be easilyavailable

Establish forums to
establish forums in the
community and

empowering each other at
grassroots level.

Womenand Society .

The requirement of
accessing funds must be
relaxed to can be easily
accessible by even rural
women.

The government  and
private sectors shauld
consider simplifying
applications forms used for
funding and make it
available in all official
languages.

ABET leamers must be
separated because women
feel threatened by the
youth if put in the same
class.

Unused land
allocated to
interested in farming
Government shauld
increase the number of
shelters for the victims of
any formofviolence.
Women in leadership
positions must be
emancipated and get the

should be
women
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Women, economy and
Poverty

support from other

women.

Government to revise the
age limit for EPWP because
many women are
disadvantaged by age limit.

Government must
introduce information
centres to regions to

facilitate the distribution of
information.

NGO’s shoud be
empowered to create more
capacityon the specialities.
Criminal Justice System
should acknowledge the
presence of the Ngo’s that
work with the victims.
Establish reproductive and
health centres for the girl —

child and increase the
availability of protective
measures.

Government should come
up with projects that can
capacitate women in tems
of developing theirskill.

Department of Housing and
education should have set

aside budgets for women

for nutrition
construction.

and
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Dept of housing, PHP
houses women should be

given the priority.

Dept of Health shauld
review the strategy e.g
staff  recruitment and
retention and health
inspectors should be
resuscitated

Dept of correctional

centres should review their
rehabilitation strategies
because women must also
benefit from construction
skills.

Abet sytem
facilitated
Home affairs must enhance
their awareness campaigns
to reach the deep rural
areas in regstration of
children or orphans that
would at the end of theday
benefit from the scial
grants.

Increase womenin decision
making, policy formulation
and portfolio committees
Government must put
pressure in private sectors
in employing more women
in positions

Strategic Departments, like
Health and Social Services,

should be
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Education, Agriculture,
Housing, economic
development and Planning
more women must be
employed in Senior
management.

More women with
disabilities must be
employed in senior

management.

Proper monitoring strategy
and evaluation to ensure
the implementation of the
recommendations
forwarded in thissession
Government must split
gender desk in the
municipalities

Private property act must
be reviewed for women to
access land for farming
Private companies that do
business in municipalities
must subsidize
communities that are living
in those areas in a@se
chronic diseases arise and

should contribute in
development of  that
community.

Year

Theme

Objectives

Thematic Areas

Recommendations
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FINDINGS

(i) Alotofbusiness acumen to women but theylack resources.

(i) Financial assistance processes to empower women has bottle necks that male it difficult for women to access funds for empowerment.
(iii) Lackof mentors to mentor women on business as it s the terrain that was mostly dominated by men.

(iv) Policies on empowering womenare not yet realized by women especially those stayingin ruralareas.

(v) There isan enormouws lack of skill amongst womenand that hinders them from getting opportunitiesas designed for them tobenefit.

(vi) Women whodo craftingandart are not properly managed toearn aliving onthe skill that they possess.

Topic Assessment
Public Women participate from all corners of the province as they participate through different structures, Political
Participation organizations, NGO’s, HBO’s etc.
This has prowen to be the best platform to dialogue issues affecting women throughout the province.
Womenarealways obtainable to participatein the legislative processes andare active in structures.
Economy The Women’s pariaments has voiced clearly the lament of women in the involvement of women inthe economy ofthe
countryand their eagerness to participate ingrowingthe economy is registered manytimes of the Women'’s parliament.
Thereare good policies developed toaccelerate the participation of women inthe economy of the country.
Theyare the good crafters and artists and that skill can assiston growing tourism in our Province.
They are theactive participants of the society but due to the traditional background they lack the voice to be heard as
Society women.

Theyare mostly on the forefront of government programmes especially Healthand Social Dewelopment.

Skills Development

Womenarestill underdeveloped and need more training to compete with the outside world.
Business skilk are the vital skills needed for women tostart their own businesses

Information

Women tend not to get information as expeded, during the day theyare busyon projects or doing the domestic chores
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sharing They rarely dedicate time for readingeven the newspaper, they do not visit Thusongcentres and corstituency offices as
expected.

Rural women are targeted by developmental communication but they hardy read the papers that mostly information
comes with.

HIV/AIDS Theyare thevulnerabe group especilly young girls.

Women whodo not stay withthe husbands at home are the most vulnerable as married menare notkeen on the use of
condoms.

Sector’s perception | Dialogue on issues ofwomenopen the eyes of manyand educate in the process.

Theyareassisted as the creates a circle of network that one can benefit from.

Theysee themselves free to open upon other womenabout the issues of development affecting them

Worker’s Parliament

The sectoral parliament commencedin 2005 and had not taken place in 2007 due tothe massive stiike thataffectedall the worker’s in
the particular month. This is aimed at getting the perspecive of the workers in all the topics that are raised and to get workers to
dialogue their everyday issues.

This sectoral Parliament is mostly done in partnership with the following

(i) Trade Unions

(i) Department of Labour

(iii) CCMA

(iv) DepartmentofHealth and Social Dewlopment
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Year

Theme

Objectives

Thematic Areas

Recommendations

2005

Consolidating the
gains of workers
from democracy

To assess achievements in the
labour market in terms of
sensitizing workers about their
rights and obligatiors

To check on the question of the
equal distribution ofland

To check on the challenges

facing workers in the next
decade

Economy and the °

workers

South
reform

African land .

Effect of the strong .
currency in mining
and manufacturing
sector

Challenges facing .
worker’s in the next

The majority of the country
should benefit on the
economyofthe country
Awareness campaigns
should be created and
address mostly the less
illiterate of the sector
Unemployment remains a
challenge and creation of
an employment should be
attended to by all the
Departments.

The land reform progrmam
must be fast tracked by

appointing a number of
land commissioners

Ensure that necessary skills
are transferred to the
previously disadvantaged

Tight imports pdicy
measures should be
implemented to ensure
proper control of goods.

Employment of loals
instead of foreigners in the
mining sector.

Department of Labour
should enforce compliance
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decade

Worker's skills °
development

to Labour laws by both
Private and Public sector.

The loss of skills due to
HIV/AIDS scourge need to

be taken serious and
necessary  arrmangements

should be made

The Skilk Development Act
should be fast tracked to
facilitate training of
workers

Awareness on HIV/AIDS for
skills retention

2007 - - - -

2008 Educating To create a platform for the Minimising the impact e Workers shauld be
empowering and Province and labourto interface of HIV/AIDS in the encouraged to test
involving towards realization of economic workplace e Employers and labour

Communities for
abetterfuture

growth

To educate our vulnerble
public on labour rights and
responsibilities

To trigger a healthy dialogue
between rde players on labour
issues thus informing the
legislature of the effectiveness
of labour legislation

unions must embark on
education campaign, so as
to ease awareness as this
disease in tearing the
nation.

Employees Assistance
Programmes need to be
strengthened

Life skills Programmes

should be introduced
HIV/AIDS need to be
integrated with wellness
programmes

The provision of ARV’s
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What role do worker’s
play in the legislative
processes

Worker's rights in the
vulnerable sector,
how do we advance

them

should be accelerated

The Legislature and
Parliament be flexible in
working hours when it
comes to consultations
with  the Public on
legislative matters

A Labour Desk be
established in government
to spedfically look into
cascading all issues of
society to the workers. This
could be manned at the
level of a Director with
structures at Local
Government
Consultations at political
level and the level of
federations be
strengthened to allow for
cross —pollination of minds

Labour federations must
exert pressure to
government on those who
contravene laws  which
protects the vulnerable
sector

Launch a vigorous
campaign to organize and
educate the vulnerable
sector
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Challenges facing .
workers and the poor
inSouth Africa °

To ensure that emergng
unions are united

Expose abuse where it
occurs

Use media to reach farm
workers as a counter
strategy to farmers denial
of accessto farms
Strengthen all progressive
labour federations in these
sectors

Government shauld
establisha price regulator
Government should zero
rate basic food stuffs like
milk, eggs, bread, rice,
sugar, maize meal etc
Legislature should look at
the law of preferential
rates forhousingeducation
and health

Price fixing should be a
criminal offence

The LRA be amended to
make it difficult for bogus

unions to register. Bogus
unions mostly affect
cleaners and secuity
guards.

FINDINGS
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(i) Skills Development remains the challenge in this sector and HIV/AIDS scourge poses a threat to the sector as most skilled people get
infededandleave avacuum

(ii) Farmworkers who still now after the ten years of Democracyhave not realized or tasted the fruits ofdemocracy.

(iii) Bogus unions reaping the workers promisingthem assistance.

(iv) Cheap labouris taking its tollin the Province leaving a number of citizens without work.

PARLIAMENT FOR THE PEOPLE WITH DISABILITY

Thisis the sectoral parliament that isaimedat looking at the most disadvantagedsedor of the Province and had beenconduded in partnership

Withthe following Departments

(i) Office ofthe Premier (ODP)

Year Theme

objectives

Thematicareas Recommendations

REVIEW OF THE SECTORAL PARLIAMENTS

Topic

Challenges

(i)Getting the maximum participation throughout the Province remains a challenge due to the
stringent financial resources anddata base.

(ii) Lack of clear processes and tracking of the recommendations as takenin the sectoral parliament

(iii)Lack of progress reports on previous sectoral parliament taken place

(iv) A challenge of getting the well resourced people to act as resource persons inthe commissions

(v) Remotely operating the constituency offices and not getting them to the system before utilizing
themasexpected. (theysometimes do not get the brief)

36 |Page sectoral

parliament comparative report as compiled by Public Affairs




In some cases the topics discussed get overtaken by events as some of the recommendations are
already in the implementation process.

The research of some topics to equip the personnel withrelevantinformation is not done

Concept documents sometimes do not do justice to the sectoral parliaments and the inconsistent
way of dealing with the reports
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