The presiding officers are mainly composed of
the members from the majority party. In the
first sitting the Hon Judge request the house to
nominate the candidates for speakership and
Deputy Speakership after nominations those
with higher votes will definitely take the seats
as the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker.

In the sitting following the first sitting the
Chair of Committees and the Deputy Chair get
elected in the same process as the Speaker
and the Deputy Speaker but the only differ-
ence is that the Presiding officer in this case is
the Speaker.
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There are Presiding officers in each and ev-

ery Provincial Legislature that are given the
responsibility to oversee and ensure that the
proceedings of the House during the sitting
are adhered to.
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Speaker — Ensures the integrity, indepen-

dence and impartiality of the institutions. The Mpumalanga Provincial Legislabure
speaker is the chairperson of the Rules Com- Privale lhag X112
mittee and other political management struc- Melspruit

tures. 1 20H1

Deputy Speaker — Acting in the absence of the
Speaker and perform all functions and respon- e winld pair Websibe: wwrwmpulegg
sibilities of the Speaker. Lhare call number: 8s 077 455

Chair of Committees — Ensures that the com-
mittees function effectively and that their pro-
grammes are in line with legislative business.



What is the Legislature

The Legislature is the arm of state that has
been mandated by the Constitution of this
country to make laws for the Province. It
derives its mandate from Section 104 of
the Constitution of the Republic of South
Africa Act 108 of 1996. All laws passed
must not contravene the constitution of
the country or must be in line with the
constitution of the country.

The Legislature is a vital and essential insti-
tution for democracy since it is where the
people of the Province make their voices
heard in the Law Making Process. This hap-
pens through the Public Hearing processes
where the bill gets outlined and Communi-
ties are given a chance to input on the bills
to make it more suitable to them without
contravening the constitution.

Mandates of the Legislature

The Legislature has three (3) mandates as
per the constitution of South Africa and
those mandates are as follows:-

e Law Making
e Qversight
e Public Involvement

The Legislature as a Law making institution
in the Province, may consider a bill, may
amend a bill, may reject or approve any

- bill. P *

This is mostly done in consultation with the
Public through Public Hearing process.

The legislature provides effective and effi-
cient mechanisms to oversee the executive.
The institution makes and implements strate-
gies that facilites the Executive (Government
Departments) and other public entities in
the Province to be accountable to the public
through the Legislature. this is done mainely
to the committees, is called oversight.

The Legislature also facilitates the Public in-
volvement of the Public in all its process. This
is the mandate that ensures the realisation of
the fact that people are involved on decision
making in this country and that their rights
are not contravened. They also ensure that
the public do partake on specifically legisla-
tive processes and they understand and their
role exercise all their rights equally.

Who constitutes the Legislature?

The Legislature is constituted by the demo-
cratically elected members of different politi-
cal parties. The party that obtains majority
votes in the elections would obviously have
larger representation in the house. The In-
dependent Electoral Commission knows how
many votes constitute a seat, they inform
the political parties in advance and share the
formula to be employed in the process. The
process is transparent to the political parties
and the public.

It is that process that informs exactly how
any seats goes to which party in the par-

In Mpumalanga the Legislature has representa-
tion from three political parties

e African National Congress (ANC) = 27 —
Majority Party

e Democratic Alliance (DA) = 2 — Opposi-
tion Party

e Congress of the People (COPE) = 1 — Mi-
nority Party

Executive Council

Who constitutionally appoint the Premier of
the Province

At the first sitting of the Legislature after its
election, and whenever necessary to fill a va-
cancy, a provincial legislature elects a woman
or a man from among its members to be the
Premier of the Province. A Judge designated by
the Chief Justice must preside over the election
of the Premier.

The Premier of the Province is the leader of the
Executive Council. There are ten (10) Members
of Executive Council (MEC). This is according
to the Government Departments that are in
the Province. All the Members of the Executive
Council curently are from the majority party.

Presiding Officers

In the Legislature there are nineteen (19) mem-
bers led by the Speaker who is the member of
the majority party, this nineteen (19) is also
constituted of the opposition party and the mi-
nority party.




